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ſpected Friend 85 


Jobn Holder, Eſq; Mr. James Plane, 
Thomas Collet, Eſq; Nathaniel Axtell, Eſq 
Mr. Thomas Goodrich, Mr. William Kinſe 7 
Ferd. Farringron, G ent. Mr. Thomas * U. 
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N Humble Compliance with your Unanimous 
. Requeits, and in Grateful Return to your. 
. obbigi 7 Favours, 1 preſent you with that. 


Diſcourſe from the Preſs, which you were 5 0 


to Approve of as delivered from the Pulpit ; 


wiſh it may appear in ſome meaſure deſerving, 1 . 


your Approbation i in the Reading. 


The Subject indeed which my Sermon Treat: * 


f, 1s Noble and Excellent, t Advantages of - 
4 Liberaband Ingenuou us Education 3 bad i it Fallen |; 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


into abler Hands, I am ſenſible it might haze 
been ſet off to much better Iniprodement! How- 

ever, you your ſelves, Gentlemen, are living 
InFances of the Benefits and Embelliſhments ari- 
ſing from Humane Learning, and make the best 
Comment on the beautiful Reverſe of my Text. 
May our School long Flouriſh, as it does at 
preſent ; may others proceed thence as Great 
Ornaments to their School and Country; as your 
ſelves ; may our Anniverſary Aſſemblies ſtill in- 
creaſe, and our Charitable Bene factions encreaſe 
proportionably: Which is the hearty Prayer of, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your very Reſpectful, Obliged, , 
+ and Humble Servant, 
Lawrence Smith. 
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PROV. . 2. 


That the Soul be without Knowledge, it i not 
Good, . 


AN comes into the World Rude And he 

rate; he is Poliſh'd and rende - 

ing, by the Cultivation of Ar e 
ences. 

'Tte Light of the Body is the Eye, and the Light of 
the Soul is 1 and Inſtruction ; if hs thine 
Eye of Reaſon be ſingle, clear and unobſcured, fill'd 
with the Irradiations of knowledge, thy whole Spirit 


ſnall be full of Light; but if the Light within be Matth. 6. 23. 


Darkneſs, how great muſt be that Darlneſi? 2 If Corporeal 
Blindneſs be a very calamitous State, how much more 
miſerable a condition muſt be Blindneſs and Igno- 
rance of Underſtanding ? This muſt needs unman us, 
cauſe us to put off in a manner our Rational Nature, 
B to 
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to degenerate into Bruits, and to become like unto 
Horſe and Mule, who have no underſtanding. 
School-Diſcipline, and Good Inſtruction joyn'd 
with the Grace of God, like a Refiner's fire and a 
Fuller's Soap, Purifie and cleanſe, Refine and Szpa- 
rate us from our Droſs. Beaſts are perfected by Na- 
ture; Men by Art, Knowledge and Good-manners. 
Hence is it that the mind of a Perſon uncultivated, 
unimproved with the Poliſhings of Learning, is like 
a newly diſcovered Country, all waſte and uninha- 
bited 3 and therefore nothing but Deſert and Barren- 
neſs, full of Forreſts and wilde Beaſts dwelling in 
them; Full I mean of boiſterous unrulely Evil Incli- 
nations and Paſſions, which Riot in the Sou], that is 
untaught and uneducated: But a Spirit on the con- 
trary cultivated and well inſtructed, is like a pleaſant 
fruitfull Country, long found out and inhabited, and 
therefore well Tilld and Manured ; all Garden and 
Richneſs of Soil, Beautiful and Recreating to the 
| 1 Eye, uſeful and Beneficial to all the Ends and Purpo- 
| ſes of Life! | - E 
| But fy it Poſſible you will ſay for the Soul of Man 
| Eb who Eſſential Property is Rationality) to be deſti- 
tute of Knowledge and Underſtanding * may you 
| not as well imagine a Spring and Fountain of Water, 
to be void of that Liquid Element? or the Sun which 
1 is the Scat and Original of Light to be without any 
* Splendid Illumination? Are there not ſuch things in 
Man, as Koval E Vela, as common Iauate Notions, and 
Univerſal Principles of Reaſon connatural to the 
Soul, or at leaſt generally taken for ſuch? How then 
* can the Soul of Man be ſaid to be without know- 
| ledge ? e | — 
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For Anſwer to which Queries, I ſhall ſhew in what 
Reſpeds the Soul of Man may be fad to be without 


knowledge. x 


The Soul of Man cannot be without the Potential 


Ability and Faculty of Knowledge, tho it may be 
without the actual Exerciſe and Operation thereof. 

It may be ſaid therefore to be without Knowledge 
in one ſenſe, whenas Firſt, The Soul reſides in a 
Body unapt and indiſpoſed for the Performance of its 
Natural functions of Knowledge and Reaſoning. The 


Soul in ſuch a caſe as twas faid of a certain Roman 


Emperor's Wit and Ingenuity, male habitat; it dwells 
untowardly ; it is ill-mated to a Body; it is fo 
ſtraightned in its Lodging, that it cannot move and 
turn about therein. Not that I am of the Platonick 

inion, that ſuch a Soul was thruſt down by Ged 
in Anger into an unapt Obſtrudtive Body, (like a 
Malefactor put into a Dark Priſon or Dungeon) for 


ſome Crimes committed by it in a ſtate of Pre- 


exiſtence 5 as that malepert Queſtion asked our Sa- 


1 


viour, Maſter, who bath ſinn d, this Man or his Pa- John 9. 0 


rents, that he was born blind ? ſeems to import ſuch an 


* 


opinion in thoſe that asked it : no, without loqgiring 
Y 


into the wiſe Reaſons of God for ſuffering it fo be, 


ſo it is de faGo, that ſome Perſons are Born Blind 
with reſpect to the Eye of their Underſtanding, as 


well as in reference to their Corporeal faculty of ſight. 
The Soul in ſuch Men dwells in a Dark clogd up Ha- 
bitation, unmeet for the diſcharge of its Natural Per. 


formances. RE nn 
Thus if the Organs of the Body be choak'd and 


obſtructed; if the Brain, the commonly ſuppoſed feat 


of Reaſon and Knowledge; be either too moiſt or 
N . | too 
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too dry; too hot or too cold; if the Animal Spirits 
in the Brain be there in too ſmall a Quantity, or meet 
with any great Impediments in their Motion; the 
Soul of Man which makes uſe of theſe Corporeal 
Organs and Mediums of Knowledge and Under- 


ſtanding, can no more exert its due operations, than 
can an able Workman perform his work without 


Tools; or on ſuppoſition that his Inſtruments of 
operation are blunt or broken No, tho the exerciſe 
of Knowledge and Reaſon be Potentially in the Soul, 
as tis a Rational Being, yet can it no more ſhew forth 
or put into AC} this its latent Eſſential Knowledge, 
without a due Diſpoſition of the Bodily Organs by 
which it works, than can a Skillful Muſician who has 
the habitual Knowledge of Muſick, evidence his 
Skill to others in actual performance, his Muſical In- 
ſtrument being unſtrung or out of Tune. 

But this happens rarely, that the Soul of Man is 
thus wholely deprived of the Exerciſe of its knowing 
Rational Faculty, through the unmeetneſs and ob- 
ſtructions of the Body which it inhabits. 

The more ordinary cafe wherein the Soul of Man 
is without Knowledge, is Secondly, when it is diſti- 
tute of it, for want of Inſtruction and Education. 

The Souls of all Men in their Original, or as they 
come out of the hands of God, are very probably 
Equal in Knowledge and Rationality, but tis the 
different Temperament and Diſpoſition of the Body 
they inform, and an acquired Knowledge and Edu- 


cation, which gives them a diſtinguiſhing Ine quality 


and Preheminence one above another. 
There are in all Souls (not ſtark Ideots) as in the 

nidſt of cloſed up Flowers, ſome ſeeds of Knowledge 

Ben: and 
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and Science, which never diſclof bew wende 
till the quickning Sun-fhine of 5 d Educa 
non open the Underſtanding, and aer thoſe 
hidden ſeeds of Natural Kuowled ge, or of an Apti- 
tude towards it, to the Eyes of the World. 

It was the Wiſdom as well as Good will of God 
who Created us, to Endow us with bare Facukies 
and Capacities only : 3 but to leave the improvement 

of them, to our own Induſtry and Diligence in the 


may be a of Learning and Knowledge; fo that 7h 


— 


ay be affirmed in a manner to be Born meer Ani- 
als, or in Fob's Phraſe, like the wild Aſſes Col 3 bit Job 11. 1. 
to be bred and formed Men, by good Diſcipline and 
Education; but for want of a ſüitable Inſtruction, the 
Soul may Comparatively be ſaid to be without Know- 
" ge - which when it is ſo, what a miſerable deplo- 
le condition is ſuch a Soul ta! 


Which brings me under my Sean General Head II. 
of Diſcourſe, to prove, that it is not good that the 
Soul ſhould be without Knowledge. 

By which Meiotical Hebrew Phraſe is intended, much 
more than is verbally expreſſed ; It is ſuch another 
Expreſſion as that uſed by God, [+ is not good that Gen. 2. 16. 
the Man ſhould; be alone, that is, it is very Inconve- 

nient and Uncomfortable to him to be Solitary. So 
here in my Text, it is not good that the Soul be 

without Knowledge, is as if the Royal Moraliſt had 
faid, it is extreamly bad, Inconvenient, and Preju- 
dicial, that the Soul be void of Knowled ge. It ex- 
poſes it to manifold Temptations both Nom within 
and without. From within, to ſuddain Raſhneſs, 
Incon- 
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Inconſideration, and Imprudence; to the mutinous 
Rebellions of Senſual Inclinations and Paſſions; and 
from without to the ſeducing Allurements of the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: want of know- 
ledge expoſes the Soul naked and ungarded to the 
calamitous frowns and ſevere ſtrokes of adverſe For- 
tune, and to the no leſs Fatal and injurious ſmiles, 
flatteries, and Corrupting Careſſes of Proſperity, 
The Soul without Wiſdom and Knowledge is all 
hoiſted. up Sail and ſheet, and has no Compaſs or 
Rudder to Sail by; Reaſon and Prudence fit not at 
the Helm in ſuch a Soul to guide and ſteer the Veſſel 


of its Body, but wild Fancy and Imagination, Irre- 


gular Luſt and Paſſion, drive it on the Shipwrack- 
ing Rocks and Shelves of Folly, Preſumption, and 
Impiety, g 

Now if the Soul without Knowledge is in a very 
hazardous deplorable Condition, expoſed to nume- 
rous Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs 3 inſulted by An- 
ger, diſpirited by Fear, raiſed up too high by Hope, 


and dejected too low by Deſpondency 3 if without a 


well inſtructed Knowledge of his Duty, a Man can 
neither be truly Pions and Devout towards his God, 


Temperate and Chaſt with reſpe& to himſelf, nor Juſt, 


Humble, Meek, Courteous, and Charitable with re- 
ference to others: That is, if his Happineſs Ten- 
poral, Spiritual and Eternal turns and depends upon 
Knowlegde, as it certainly does, then that the Soul 
be without Knowledge it is not Good; it is an ex- 
ceeding bad, dangerous, and calamitous Condition 
for it to be ſo, 1 


But 


n 


— 
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But for the further Proof of this, it will not be im- 
proper to conſider Knowledge under all its Variety; 


that ſo it may appear that there is no kind of it, but 


may be greatly Advantageous to the Soul; no ſort of it, 
but the want of which expoſes Men to divers Miſchiets 
and Prejudices, 

And in order to the ſhewing this, I ſhall diſtin- 
guiſh Knowledge into Civil, Moral, and Divine, By 
the firſt I mean that Knowledge which i is ſerviceable 
to the ends and uſes of this Temporal Life. By the 
ſecond I mean the Knowledge of thoſe Faculties from 
- whence all our Actions muſt proceed, which are pro- 
perly Humane ; together with the directing Precepts 


by which they are to act. And by the third I under- 


ſtand the Knowledge of thoſe ſublime Truths, and ex- 


alted Duties, which God of his great Goodneſs has 
Revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures. 
Without the firſt of theſe, Civil Knowledge exer- 


ciſed in various Arts and Sciences, and mechanick 
Operations, a City could not be built, inhabited, or 


maintained with any comfort and ſecurity; without 
Civil Knowledge of Arts and Sciences conducing to 
the Health, Peace, Plenty and Safety of Mankind, Na- 
tions and Communities could not ſubſiſt; nor the 
Members of Publick Society become uſeful and bene - 
ficial to one another. Without Civil Knowledge we 


ſhould ſuffer for want of many Neceſlaries, and ſhould 


be utter ſtrangers to the Conveniencies, Delights and 
Ornaments of Humane Life. Ingenuity and Induſtry 


without Civil Knowledge, would want Materials to 


work upon; and Idleneſs, that dangerous Diſeaſe of 
the Soul, had not been mortified an ſubdued, were 


it 
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it not for the Exerciſe of uſeful Arts and Occupa- 


tions. . EL | | | v3 
Without the ſecond fort of Knowledge, that which 
we call Moral, we had been unacquainted with the 


Dignity of our Nature, had ſuffered Senſe and Paſiion 


to govern and domineer in us, and to have changed 
our inward Man into a Brute. Tis Morality has 
taught us Decency and Moderation, Temperance, 
Meekneſe, Humility and Chaſtity ; and we are be- 
holden to its Wiſdom for the poſſeſſion of our Souls 
in Peace and Tranquility; for Amity and good Agree- 
ment among our Faculties, that Reaſon governs, and 


Senſe obeys; that each Faculty within us has that 
Portion of ſatisfaction, which God and Nature have 


allowed it: That our Paſſions are Friends to Vertue, 
and the ſprings of pure and manly Joys. In a word, 
tis owing to Mens Morals, that they are the Glory of 


the Age they live in, and that future Generations ſhall 


call them Blelled.  — 
But thirdly, without Divine Knowledge, that con- 
ſummating Wiſdom, the Soul had never been enrich- 
ed with the Treaſures of Knowledge which are from 
above; with thoſe choice myſterious Truths relating 
to the Godnead, 4s 5 : 
Without Divine Knowledge the Soul had been ut- 
ter ly unacquainted with the Number, the Relations, 


and Offices of the Divine Perſons in the Holy Trinity 5 


and the unſpeakable obligations we are under to 
each of 'em, for the Wonders and Miracles of their 
Love, manifeſted in our Creation , Redemption, 
Sanctification, and expected Glorification. We had 
wonder d, had it not been for Revelation, at the 
| weakneſs 
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weakneſs, the Ignorance, the Corruption of our 
Humane Nature, but -had wonder'd and periſh'd ; 
without a Saviour to Redeem us, and an Holy Ghoſt 

to Enlighten and Purifie us. Tis this Divine Know- 
ledge contain d in the Sacred Seriptures, that has 
opend Heaven to our Souls, in much of its Attractive 

 _ Glorys and Beatitudes 3 and has diſcover'd the Happy 

Life that Saints and Angels lead there. It teaches us 

the Hezvenly Converſation, and hew we may be- 
come Meet to be *Partakers of the inheritance of the 
Saints which are in Light, Tho' it preſcribes Duties Col. 1. 12. 
that ſeem too Excellent for Man to Attain unto, yet 
it affords ſuch Powerful means of Grace, and offers 
ſuch Encouraging Rewards and Aſſiſtances, as enable 
the ſincere to do much more than mere Men, and 
to ſtrike the Caraal and Lazy with Aſtoniſhment, 
while they behold the Religious ſurmounting in their 
Practice, what the Senſual and Careleſs call Im- 
poſſibilities. en | 

Ila fine this Heavenly Wiſdom and Knowledge con- 
tain'd in God's Word, begets ſuch Holineſs in the ſoul, 
ſuch a Godlike Divine Nature, and exalts Men to that 

degree of Perfection, that the impious unbelleving — 
World, are conſtrain'd to own that God 7s in them 1 Cor. 11. 25. 
of a Truth, OY 


But Thirdly, I come under my Third General III. 


Topick of Diſcourſe, to diſplay and confider fome , 
of the many great and valuable Advantages ariſing 
from a Learned and Liberal Education, - | 3 
As Firſt, by a truly ſolid and Ingenuous Education 
in uſeful Learning and Knowledge, we have our _ 
rendre 
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rendred good, amiable and excellent; of a more in- 
trinſick worth, dignity and value. | „ 
Some Perſons have imagined the Soul of Man to be 
at its firſt Infuſion into the Body, a mere Raſa Ta- 
bula ; like a ſheet of white Paper, having nothing 
originally writ on it, but being capable of whatever 
Inſcriptions a Learned hand will pleaſe to imprint 
upon it: Though I {ſubſcribe rot to this Opinion, 
yet tis certain, Education and Inſtruction give mighty 
Improvements to the Soul in Knowledge; which 
Improvements reſemble a skilſul Painter's finiſhing 
ſtrokes and toucke: with his Pencil, after that the 


firſt Features and Likeneſſes of the Face had been pre- 


cedently drawn by him. ; 

By Education we have our Spirits furniſh'd with 
richer ſtores of Knowledge, with fuller and more 
lively Conceptions of things 3 and therefore we have 
them refined, poliſhed and improved above the level 
of ordinary rational Creatures: The minds of Men 
of Knowledge, of an exerciſed Experience, and ad- 
vanced Underſtanding, ſcem almoſt of a different 
kind or ſpecies of Being from other Mens; they ſeem 
to be nigh as much raiſcd and elevated above the 
Rude and Illiterate, as are they themſelves advanced 
in Dignity of Nature, above the Horfes which they 
drive, or the other keaſts which thoſe uneducated 
illiterate People fodder, 

You may diſcern in a well-bred Perſon's Diſcourſe 
peculiar Beauties and Graces fineneſs or ingenuity 
of Thought, and }uCre and elegancy of Expreſſion; 
a ready fruitfuin.fs of Conception, and a copious 
politeneſs and faciliiy of Utterancez the well-in- 

| ſtructed 
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ſtructed Soul, where the Scholar is joined with the 
Gentleman, b ings forth freely and plenteouſly ont of 
its bidden Treaſury of Knowledge things both old 
and new, both ancient and modern Learning; and 
evidences its intellectual Riches by a diſtinguiſhing 
Converſation and Air of Addrels: The intorming 
Spirit of ſuch a Man ſhines through and illuſtrates its 
Body, and makes it as correſpondently lovely and 
graceful as it ſelt. - 
hut as excellent and adorning a thing as is Reaſon 
and Knowledge in the Soul of Man, as exalting as it 
is of the wiſe and knowing above the Rank of or- 
dinary Rational Beings ; yet there is a Knowledge 


too wonderful and excellent for us to attain unto 


a full comprehenſion of it in this Life; and that is the 


knowledge of Divine Myſteries, or ſupernatural 


Truths and Doctrines revealed to us in part in the 
Holy Scriptures. 


The Excellency of Reaſon and Knowledge is no 
ſufficient Argument againſt our believing ſuch things 
which ſarpaſs our Knowledge aud Underſtanding; 
Reaſon, if any where, is our Guide and Director 1n 
the temporal Civil Affairs of this prefent State; and 
yet even here in many things we have need of the 
Wiſdom of Believing, what we never ſaw or expe- 


rienced in our own Perſons; why then is not Be- 


lief a much more wiſe and neceſſary Act in the Con- 
cerns of the other Life, which being future and in- 
viſible, cannot become the Objects at preſent of any 
thing but our Faith, and pious Endeavours to obtain 
them? Reaſon indeed may be a Friend and Aſſiſtant 
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to Religion, by Explaining and Illuſtrating, by De- 
fending and Maintaining it 3 but it muſt not pretend 
to be its Maſter and Superior 3 it muſt not pretend to 
receive or reject Doctriues which are of Divine Re- 
velation, according as they either ſuit unto and lie 


level with humane Underſtanding, or ſurpaſs and ex- 


ceed its Capacities : Reaſon may Judge of and deter- 
mine for us which Religion is the True one, or of 


divine Authority, but it muſt not be made uſe of to 


ſet alide all Revealed Religion, or the weightieſt 
Points of it, the Divinity and Satisfaction of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and to render Belief of thoſe Neceſ- 
ſary Doctrines needleſs and unnecetlary. 


For ſince ſuy.ernatural revealed Truths can be 
known no further than divine Revelation has diſco- 
vered them, in that they had not been known at all, 
but for the diſcoveries of divine Revelation; tis 
Contradiction and Abſurdity to pretend that humane 
Reaſon 1s a proper Adequate Judge of ſupernatural 
Doctrines; which by their being called ſupernatural, 


are plainly owned to tranſcend the Abilities of Na- 


tural Reaſon and Knowledge to comprehend them : 
And if Reaſon had never heard any thing of them, 
unleſs they had been Revealed from Heaven; how 
is it poſſible for Reaſon to know more of them, than 
it has pleaſed God by Scripture-Revelation to diſ- 
cover? Can Reaſon be a ſuitable Judge where its 
Capacity is exceeded; and where there is no Pro- 
portion between the Faculty attempting to Appre- 
hend, and the Object to be Apprehended ? 


This 


which kind of Knowledge thus pretending to a Wiſ- 


— 


* . 
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This if thought a Digreſũon, I judged neceſſary 
to oppoſe to the Knowledge falſely fo called; for 
the Soul to be without Which, it may be good; and 
which aſſuming Knowledge preſumes too much upon 
divine Things; goes, into Hypotheſes and Explana- 
tions of the Ever- bleſſed Trinity, that Adorable, and 
not to be Comprehended divine Myſtery : And 


dom above what is Written and Revealed in Holy 
Scripture, muſt needs be at beſt all Suppoſition and 
Conjecture; if it leads us not into many Errors and 


Heterodoxies, inſtead of defending and clearing up of 
the Truth. DT RE | | 


I proceed next to the laying before you a Second 
Advantage which the Soul of Man receives from 
ſound Knowledge, and an ingenuovs Education; and 
that is, the Advantage we have hereby, of not being 
impoſed on by falſe Reafonings, to pet vert and alie- 
nate us from the Truth. p 

That Men are ſeduced and carried about with every 
Wind of Doctrine, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, is owing EPh. 4. 14. 
to their want of Learning, and a ſolid Education; 
for Knowledge and Wiſdom is to the Soul, what Bal- 
laſt is to a ſailing Veſſel; it keeps it even and (teddy, 
and hinders ins rocking and rowling from one fide 
to the other, with an unſettled Irrefolution ; Nay, 
Knowledge to the Mind ot Man 1s like a Pilot 1n a 
Ship, it ſteers and guides the Soul in the due Road of 
Truth and Honeſty, till it brings it ſafe at laſt to its 

deſired Port and Harbour. 2D 


Now 
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Now if Knowledge be the Goodneſs and Perfection 
of the Soul, as tis joined in Society with Vertue and 
Holineſs, then how much are we who make this Af. 
ſembly, indebted to them who have given us a wiſe 
and knowing Education? whereby we are enabled 
to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſhood, Orthodoxy in 
Opinion, and Belief from Error; and to hold faſt 
that true and right Knowledge, which we have been 
taught in our early Years: Which conſidering the In- 
ſtability of Opinion in many Perſons, amidſt ſuch di- 
verſity of Hereſies and falſe Doctrines as are vented 
almoſt every day in the World, is an ineſtimable 
Priviledge, which we derive from our good Inſtruction 
and Education. 


But Thirdly, A third Advantage which the Soul 
of Man receives from Knowledge and an Ingenuous 
Education, is, that as it hinders us from being im- 
poſed on by Error and Falſchood in Doctrine, fo 
likes iſe from being deluded by the cunning Artifices 
of Sin and Temptation in our Practice. 

The uſual Baits and Allurements of fin, are the 
falſe Paint and Varaiſh which tis Meritriciouſ] 


Adorned with of ſenſual Pleaſure, worldly Gain and 


Profit, or of Temporal Honour and Advancement ; 
theſe are the attractive Diſguiſes, and comely Or- 
naments which Vice wears on its outſide, to conceal 


its under Uglineſs and Deformity, from the Eyes 


of thoſe it would Enveigle and Enſnare: But now 
Knowledge and Conſideration, Seriouſneſs, and a 
well-Inſtructed Education pluck off from Wicked- 


_ neſs this its enticing falſe Dreſs, and ſhew it in its na- 


| tural 


E 


tural Turpnude and Odiouſneſs; ; they giving us to 


underſtand, that all the Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour 


to be acquired by Wickedneſs, is a pretended Coun- 


terfeit Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour only; an unpro- 


fitable Gain, when accompanied with the Loſs of an 
Immortal Soul! A ſuffering Pleaſure, when conclu- 
ding in endleſs Miſery and Ruine! A falſe Honour, 
when expiring in Ignominy and race ever- 
laſting! FM l : "I 

The Commiſſion of moſt aus is to be aſeribed to 
either want of Knowledge, or want of actual and 


thorough Conſiderationz had Men right apprehenſions 


of Vice, it would not appear Charming and Deligbt 
ful unto em. Accordingly we find the Royal Pſalmiſt 


asking the Queſtion, have all the workers of Iniquity pt. 14. 4. 


20 Hnowledge? They either have none, or they 
Evidence and Exerciſe little Knowledge and Un- 


derſtanding, by their performance of Iniquity. 
Whereas did Tranſgreſtors but conſider and ſhew 


themſelves Men, did they but Recolle& and bring 
to mind, how that, Vice is a Compound of Folly 


and Unreaſonableneſs, of Diſorder and Irregu- 


larity, of Pollution and Depravity, of Loathſome- 


neſs and Deformity ! how tis Odious unto God, 
Offenſive to Holy Angels, greatly Prejudicial unto 


Man, and all his Intereſts, whether of Soul or Body 3 


how fin is vanity, emptineſs, and diſappointment 


of expectation in the very Fruition 3 and Sor- 


row, Shame, and Self-condemnation in the after 
Review of its Guilt ; the diſturber of our inward. 


Peace and Quiet, the occaſion of our Trouble 
and Diſſatisfaction of mind z the Inverrapuey of 


OUT. 
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our ſtate of favour and friendſhip with the Deity, 
the Provoker of bis anger and heavy diſpleaſure 
againſt us; in a word, the fatal cauſe of all our 
miſery, Temporal , Spiritual, and Eternal; this 
Knowledge and this Conſideration of fin, under 
the aforemention'd deterring appearances, would 
tis likely in conjunction with the Grace of God, 


diſarm and enfeeble Temptations, and lay them van- 


quiſh'd at our Feet - for Temptations from with- 


out, owe the chief of their ſtrength and prevalence, 


to the confederate fideings with them, of our Luſts 
and Paſſions from within ; to the weakneſs of our 
Judgments, and our want of Underſtanding. 

Hence is it that the Sinner of all ſorts is ſo often 
in Holy Scripture called Fool, the ſimple one, and he 
that hath no knowledge; and that Vertue and Reli- 
gion all along the Book of "Proverbs, has the De- 
nomination of Wiſdom and Knowledge given unto 
it, And who indeed is wiſe lke him, who is wiſe 
unto ſalvation? who is fooliſh like him, who is Ig- 
norant and Inconſiderate in the concerns of Religion, 


thoſe concerns of his Immortal Soul and of Eter- 


nity ? 13 

Al who I pray are the Voluptuous and Senſual ? 
who the Wanton and Unchaſte 2 who the Riotous 
and Intemperate but generally ſpeaking, the Ig- 
norant and Undiſciplined, the Untutor'd and Unedu- 


cated Perſons z or ſuch as have broke looſe from 


the Principles of their Education, and in a manner 
unlearnt 'em : Men who having their Time lying 
upon their hands, and knowing not how better to 
employ it, rather than be wholely Idle, which is 


uneaſie 


. 


— S 


St. Mary-le-Bow. 21 
uneaſie to the active ſpirit of Man, miſpend their 
Time in the vile Ignoble Drudgeries of Sin, Satan, 
and the Wicked World. 7 © 

Of ſuch a mighty Importance is it to us to be 
well EJlucated and laſtructed, that we may ſee 
into the deceitful Artifices of Sin and Temptation, 
and thereby may be* kept from the Evil ways of 
the Deſtroyer. May know how to well employ 
our Time, and Intellectual Abilities, and ſo be pre- 
ſerved from miſpending them in Sloth and Idleneſs, in 
Riot and Exceſs, in Senſuality and Voluptuouſneſs! _ 

Fourthly, Acquired Knowledge and Wiſdom ari- 
ſiag from Education, is of ſingular uſe and advan- 
tage to us, under all States and Conditions of 
Life ; be we in Proſperity or Adverſity, in Wealth 
or Poverty, in Sickneſs or in Health. And there- 
fore, faith the Wiſeman, Wiſdom is the Principal thing, pro. 3.14.15. 
wherefore get Wiſdom, and with all thy getting get un- | 
dlerſtanding. Fer the Merchandiſe of it is better than 
the Merchandiſe of Silver and the Gain thereof, than 
fine Gold; ſhe is more precious than Rubies, and all the 
things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared unto her, 

So that Solomon never ſhew'd himſelf wiſer, than 

when he asked of God Knowledge and Wiſdom, pre- 

ferring it in his Prayer to every thing beſides 3 unleſs 

when he ſaid by virtue of that divine Inſpiration wkich — 
he begg'd, The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſ- Prov. 9. 10. 
dom, and the Knowledge of the Holy is Underſtanding. | 

A Man may make a pretty good ſhift to live com- 
fortably deſtitute of Temporal Riches,if he has his Mind 
well-ſtock'd with the Wealth of Learning and ſound 
Inſtruction ; but without that he is but a poor miſe- 
rable Perſon, amidſt all his worldly Affluence; he 
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can neither truly enjoy it himſelf, nor is he likely to 
do much good with it in reference to others. And if 
the ſudden ſtrokes of adverſe Fortune light upon the 
rich Man that is illiterate and unknowing, and bring 


him to a lower Condition ; then he is ſo much the 


more wretched, the. greater height of Happineſs he 


talls from, and has nothing of the Treaſures of Wiſ- 


Eecleſ. 7. 11. 


dom and Knowledge to ſupport him with their com- 
forting Counſels. | 
Wiſdom indeed, as ſays the Royal Preacher, zs good 
with an inheritance; tis then beſt of all; becauſe in 
ſuch a caſe Wiſdom dwelling Happily, being in eaſie 
comfortable Circumſtances, is likely to encreaſe and 
improve upon our hands: it teaches us in ſuch a ſtate, 
Gratitude and Thankfulneſs to God the Donour of 


Wealth and Wiſdom in Conjunction: It inſtructs us 


Phil. 4. 12. 


how to well manage the Inheritance poſſeſſed, to the 

Divine Glory, our own Comfort, and our Neighbour's 
Benefit; how to be Humble, Meek, Temperate, and 
Charitable amidſt the abundance of Riches : but be- 
ing deſtitute of them, and in a poor mean Condition, 


Wiſdom. however teaches us to be Rich in Faith and 


good Works in Patience, Contentedneſs, and a low- 


ly ſubmiſſion to God's good Will and Pleaſure concern- 


ing us; ſo that, with St. Paul, by means of a ſanctiſied 
religious Knowlege, We have a contented Sufficiency ; 
we know both how to be Abaſed, and how to abound ;, every 


| where and in all things we are inſtructed, both to be fall 


and to be hungry, both to abound and ſuffir need. 
Knowledge and Wiſdom is a faithful Guide and Di- 


rector to us alſo amidſt the ſeveral Temptations inci- 


dent ro Youth; a Guide to us amidſt the Heats of 
headfirong ſenſitive Inclination and Paſſion, and the 


other 
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other inconſiderate Raſhneſſes and Follies of our 
younger Years; and it is an admirable Support and - 


Conſolation likewiſe by reflecting on the laid up Trea- 
ſures of Knowledge, under the many Pains and Infir. 
mities of old Age; under its ſinking Decays of the 
Animal Spirits, and conſequently under its low De- 
jections and Deſpondency of mind, which are uſual 
Attendants. on thoſe that are Ancient. Thus Know- 
ledge and Wiſdom ſupply with comfort all the States 
and Conditions of humane Life. | 

But Fifthly and Laſtly, the greateſt Advantage of all 
proceeding from Learning and Knowledge is, that it 


forms, maintains, and encreaſes right Notions and Ap- 


prehenſions of God and Religion in our Minds. 

Ass of his Simplicity or Unity, of his Spirituality, 
Omniſcience, and Omnipreſence 3 without a ſome- 
what clear and diſtinct Apprehenſion of which divine 
Perfections, we cannot truly know God; and without 


a knowledge of him in this manner, as Numerically 


one, and immaterially ſpiritual, we cannot Worſhip 
the Deity aright, in Spirit and in Truth: And with- 
out a more than ordinary Iaſtruction, Conſideration, 
and Pains, we cannot attain to the aforementioned 
divine Knowledge, | „„ 

Nov if Knowledge in General is ſo enriching of the 
Soul of Man, renders it in ſo high a degree good and 
excellent, ſafe and happy, as has been ſhewed, what 
an addition then of Luſtre and Excellence, muſt the 
Knowledge, the practical Knowledge eſpecially of 
God and Religion need: give-unto the Soul? 


And indeed a more than ordinary Knowledge and 
 Infigkt into the Cauſes and Originals of Natural Pro- 


duttions, by virtue of a tutour'd and well-diſciplined 
D 2 | Educa- 
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ly its prudent End, * and Intent ed it by God 
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Education, is a proper means of r: raiſing upour Thoughts 
and Minds to the Acknowledgment and Praiſe of an 


infinitely Powerful, Wiſe, Good and Gracious Divine | 
Being, the firſt Cauſe and Author of 4 Secondary 
Cauſcs in Nature; for when | Contemplate the vaſt 


Extent and Expanſion of the Heavens, the amazing 
| Greatneſs, Splendor, Beauty, and Order of the Lu- 


minous Bodies therein contained; their conſtantly 


Regular and Orderly, yet prodigiouſly Swift and Rapid 


Motions; when I conſider their uſe and beneficial 
Service afforded this lower World, unto the Genera- 


non and Vivification of Animals, unto the Vegetation 


and Growth of Plants, unto the Production and en- 
creaſe of Minerals; and in genera}, to the Suſtenance, 
Preſervation, and Comfort of the whole inferior Crea- 
tion : Lord, think I, if the Glory of thy Works be ſo 
great and wonderful, what then is the Glory, the 
Majeſty, Wiſdom and Power of thy ſelf, the Maker 
— Preſerver of theſe Heavens and heavenly Bodies? 
What is Man, O Lord, that thou art mindful of him ? 
or the Sox of Man that thou thus viſiteſt him, and con- 
ſulteſt his Intereſt and Comfort > When J conſider, in 


a word, by the help of Philoſophy, and a cultivated 


way of thinking, the wiſe Ends and Deſigns of God 
clearly manifeſt in all the other Parts of his viſible 
Creation 3 how the whole Syſtem of things in the 
World ſerves to the Honour and Glory of the Deity, 
its Producer, Suſtainer, and Governor ; how each 
individual conduces and is adapted to conſtitute the 
Beauty and Harmony of the whole Complex of Beings; 
and how each particular Member and ſmalleſt Veſſel 
of each particular living Creatures Body, bas evident- 


in 
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in its firſt Formation; which Conſideration ſtrongly 


infers the Being of God, and of his infinzely Wile, 
Powerful, and Gracious Divine Perfection we 


are hence conſtrained with the Learned and Skilful 


Galen, in his Treatiſe de aſa Partium, to break forth 


into an Hymn of Adoration and Thankſgiving to the 


Divice Author of all Nature, to own that the World 


was not, nor could be made by Epicuruss blind 


\ 


mighty and invaluable Advantage that a cultivated 


Chance, or caſual Meeting together of undeſigning 
Atomes 3 but to Acknowledge and Adore the Finger 


and Hand of God manifeſtly apparent in all the works 


of his Creation. | 

And thus you fee how a Liberal and Scholaſtick 
Education fits and prediſpoſes a Man for the forming 
right Notions or Conceptions of God and Religion in 


his Mind 3 and for the begetting in him ſuitably de- 


vout and pious Affections and Practices; which is a 


Knowledge and Underſtanding gives us, above natu- 


ral Ports and Abilities in their pure Sunplicny, unin · 


ſtructed and unimproved by Learning. 


Now if Knowledge be of ſuch Moment and Inipor- 


tance to the Soul, as has been ſhewn, how reaſonable 


is it (my Beloved Brethren and School-fellows). for 


as many as have been partakers of the heavenly Gift, 
to give Thanks to God that his good Providence aſ- 


ſigned em Learning and Education; that Precept has 
been upon Precept, Line upon Line beſtowed on 


them, till in Underſtanding and Knowledge they be- 


came Men. We are Debtors indeed to God for our 
Being, and it becomes us well to be thankful for that 3 


but as well-Being is a kindneſs unſpeakably greater, 


ſo likewiſe ſhould be our Gratitude. Diſcipline and 


- Inſtruction, 
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Inſtruction are the Inſtruments of Providence, by theſe 
God forms and works out Happineſs in our Souls; 
and therefore for theſe Mine Favours let us Adore, 
Jet us Praiſe the Deity 3 that Father of Lights, and 


Author of all Spiritual Illuminations. 


And if you are duly ſenſible, my Brethren (as you 
ruſt needs be by your own happy Experience) of the 
ineſtimable Value of Knowledge, let the Memory of 
thoſe Perſons be ever precious in your Eſteem, by 
whoſe edifying Pains, in Conjunction with God's Bleſ- 
ſing, you attaind your Learning and Knowledge ; let 
us reckon Maſters of Inſtruction worthy of a double 


Honour, for their highly uſeful Work and Office-ſake, 


and for the great Benefits redounding from their in- 
ſtructive Labours to the Public. 

But to Addreſs my ſelf yet more cloſely to you, 
Gentlemen, who have been Educated at our School; 
account it both an Honour and an Happineſs, Aſſo- 
ciates of my early Years, that I ſpeak this Day con- 
cerning the advantages of Knowledge and an inge- 
nuous Education before learned and knowing Perſons, 
who beſt underſtand how to make their Learning and 
Knowledge uſeful and beneficial to themſelves and 
others, which is the main end, and principal worth 
of an acquired Knowledge. „ „ 

And ſince practical Religious Knowledge was that 
chiefly intended by Solomon in my Text, this certainly 
is the beſt ſort of Science, which conduces to the Ho · 
nour and Glory of God, which makes Men eminently 
ſerviceable in their Generation; Lights to themſelves 
and to the reſt of the World about em: which con- 
ducts them into the paths of Truth and Vertue, Which 
hinders their going aſtray in the By-paths of Error and 

| Immorality 5 


St. Mary-le-Bow. 


Immorality; which helps them to become wiſe unto 
Salvation, in the due diſcharge of their ſeveral Du - 
ties; in the keeping their Reaſon ſuperiour to inor- 
dinate ſenſitive Inclination and Paſſion, and their 
Underſtanding in ſubjection to the Obedience of Faith. 
In a word, which cauſes them to adorn and illuſtrate 
every Employment and Station wherein they are con- 
cerned, | 

- Accordingly here it is, even amongſt the worthy 
Perſonages who make this Solemnity, that we ſee with 
an exulting Joy, the bleſſed Fruits of our School-Learn- 
ing and Diſcipline, which it may be we underwent 
with ſomewhat of unwillingneſs and reluctancy, when 
Children, that were inapprehenſive of our own Good 
and Intereſt; but now we behold with a very ſenſible 
Satisfad ion, our Pains taken in Study and Learning, 
amply Rewarded, by the many illuſtrious Inſtances 
before us, of the happy Effects of Learning and an In- 
genuous Education: By the glorious Inſtances of 
learned Youth advanced into much more learned and 
knowing Men; and of Men improved by Knowledge 

and every Genteil good Quality, into Ornaments 
both to their School and Country, to the Church and 
State wherein they live; which ſhews the ineſtimable 

advantage of School and Univerſity Learning, ſo much 
decry'd and exclaimed againſt, by ſome ignorant and 


Enthuſiaſtick Sectaries. 2 1 
But happy we, who experience the good Fruits of 
our learned Education; happy we, if we go on to 
improve it to ſuch a proper purpoſe, as to let others 
alſo find the benefit of our Education ; by our becom- 
ing publick Bleſſings, burning and ſhining Lights 
amidſt a crooked and perverſe Generation. 


The 
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The advantages of being bred up in a Publick 
School are incomparably greater, than thoſe of bein 
educated in a Private one ; for a Youths beholding 
i before his Eyes numerous Examples of pregnant Parts, 
it and a daily growing Ingenuity muſt needs raiſe Emu- 
8 lation and Ambition in the young Beholder, to eome 
1 up to the ſame pitch of Learning and Ingenuity which 
1 he views in another; and by virtue of inciting emu- 
I lous Deſires, and preſſing on Endeavours, he will in 
N a ſhort time arrive to the Mark of his Emulation. 
1 By being bred up together in the ſame Nurſery and 
= Plantation of Learning, we were like tender Branches 

| jnoculated and engrafted into mutual Love and Af- 
| fection; and no Friendſhips ſo endearing as thole + 
1 contracted in Youth : For as much as our tender 
Years, like ſoft Wax, are the moſt ſuſceptible of the 
| Impreſſions of Love and Kindneſs, take them'in much 
| deeper, than does a more confirmed advanced Age: 
| And Acquaintance entred into in our early Days of 
| Childhood, when we have the livelieſt Reliſhes of 
harmleſs Pleaſures, not yet allay'd with the after- 
. Cares and Troubles of the World; when we have 
1 alſo the warmeſt and moſt melting youthful AﬀeRi- 
ons, full of Innocency and an undeſigning Simplicity, 
5 muſt needs, upon the foregoing accounts, become the 
. moſt endearing and uniting Friendſhips; as being 
the freeſt from Self- intereſt and ſiniſter Ends: Friend- 
ſhip is too mean and cold a term, by which to ex- 
preſs the ſocial Endearments of an early Acquaintance 3 
Brotherly Love and Kindneſs is the only expreſſion 
which reaches the ſweet Familiarities of thoſe educated 
in the ſame School, and who have imbibed the ſame 
or alike Inſtructions of Liturature and good Manners. 


And 
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And therefore tis one end of our preſent Meeting 
(though not the main end, which is Charity) to renew 
our former Friendſhips, and revive thoſe paſt Compla- 
cencies taken in each others Society; and by Eating and 


Drinking together Soberly and Friendly, to mingle 


as ĩt were Souls; and be combined in brotherly Af- 
ſection, as we, are in our Relation to the ſame famous 
School of Learning. „„ 
And oh how pleaſant and joyful a thing it is, to be- 
hold Brethren thus met together in Unity, and a mu- 
tual good Correſpondence! Above all; how joy ful 
and pleaſant a thing is it, to behold them united in 
the ſame pious deſigu of Charity and Religion; by 
ſhewing forth their Love to God, by Love to ſuch, 
as may hereaſter ſtand in need of their Liberality and 
Muntficen gte. „ as 
Tou cannot (my Brethren) want Objects of your 
Charity 3 the thin and in great meaſure vacant Re- 
poſitories for Books in your School-Library, call for 
the liberal Extenſion of your Beneficence in the filling 
of them up; the large number of Divines in the Col- 
lege related to your School, and the comparatively 
few Eccleſiaſtical Preferments belonging to it, implore 
your munificent Benefactions; and in fine, the ſuing 
Condition of thoſe hopeful Youths in the School who. 
are in a good Progreſs of Learning, but are in danger 
of being ſtopt in their Purſuit, by the Obſtacks of a 
narrow Fortune, or by the miſchance of being too 
far advanced in Years, before Vacancies for Election 
happen; this Proſpect of Diſconragement to the Stu- 
dies of the Youth of the School calls aloud for your 
Charitable Aſſiſtance and Benevolence. 3 
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Lou cannot be at Chatges to better Purpoſes, than 
in promoting God's Honour, by promoting Learning, 
and the Good of Mens Souls. To build Hoſpitals for 
the Sick, the Blind, the Halt, and the Maim'd, is 


making Friend: with the Mammon of Unrighteouſ: 


eſs, and highly pleaſing unto God; but Charity to 


Mens Bodies, feems to terminate in their Perfons, and 


the Effects of it to be as mortal as they are ; where- 


as Charity to Mens Minde, by which they are filled 
with Knowledge, is very oſten Univerſal; the Effects 


of it are as dutable as Time, nay ſome of em as Du- 


rable as Eternity: So that Goodneſs in this kind is 
Tranſcendent, and a nearer Approach to God, who 
is Goodneſs Everlaſting and infinitely Diffuſive ! By 
Charity to Mens Minds, we are Fellow- workers with 
the Angels, and with them are moſt ſolicitous for that 


part, which is moſt worthy of our Care; and in 


Compariſon of which the whole World is but a Trifle ! 


If thoſe who are Wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 


the Firmunent, and they that turn many to Aigbte- 


ouſneſs, us the Stars for ever and ever; ſome of that 
exceeding Glory will undoubtedly add to the Luſtre 


of thoſe-Perſons, whoſe Piety and Love were the Oc- 
caſions of that Wiſdom. - | 12 . 
- And give me leave to ſay, that our deſigned Cha- 
rity, as it is not of the common Sort, ſo ought it not 


to be of the common Degree; no, as, as tis a Diſtin- 
guiſhable and more than ordinary Beneficence in its 
own Nature, let it be fo likewiſe in the Supereminent 


meaſure of its Extenſion. Ts 
Tis in Deſign a doing Good to the Souls as well as 


Bodies of the Perſons we ſhall take care of; an im- 
buing 'em with further Knowledge, without which 


the 
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them up to much higher N Uſeful Seienee =_ 


and Learning, than what is taught them at School; —N 
and a making them greatly Serviceable to the Imereſts 1 
both of Church and State, when. they ſhalt leave tze _ 
Univerſities, and come abroad into the wider World - 5 

A Deſign certainly Great and Noble ; and which, 1 OT 
hope, will meet this Day with Encouragements as 9 
Great, Noble, and Generous. 5 "> 2 


T (hall conclude all with the good Adyies piven us 1 1 
in the Book of Tobit; which good Advice, though © 3 
Apocryphal, yet for the Soundneſs and Weight of 1ts ©. + 
Counſel, might have been Inſpired Scripture ; Be robit 4 4 6p. 1 
Metcifnl after thy Power; if thou : haſt much, give plen- = 
teon ſiy; if thou ba$t little, 4⁰ thy Diligence ta give of WE 
that lutle for ſo gathereſt thon 10 thy ſelf «good Re. 
ward; in the Day of Weelſa, the Day of Judgment. oy 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, und God the 
Holy Ghoſt, three Divine Perſons, and. but one. God, 
be Aſcribed as is moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, 
Majeſty and Dominion, from, this time forth, and Fey 
3 * 8 898 
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